SECOND  LECTURE

FURTHER    PROOFS     OF    VITALISM----ENTELECHY    AND

ITS   RELATIONS   TO   MATTER   AND   ENERGY

A TRUTH is either proved or not proved ; and, if
it is once proved, it is not necessary to prove it
further. We therefore might well proceed at once
to analyse what is meant by saying that a machine
cannot be the foundation of ontogeny. But the
discussion of certain other facts of biology, which
also "prove" the impossibility of the machine
theory of life, will perhaps give us a stronger
personal conviction of the great importance of what
we are doing.

New proofs of the autonomy of life or of vitalism
must, of course, be independent of our first proof;
otherwise they would not be " new." It is useless,
therefore, especially considering the limited time at
our disposal, to analyse here the formation of one
single embryo from two eggs, or the restitution of
restitution, i.e. restitution of the second degree, or
the remarkable phenomenon of the equifinality of
restitution, the fact, namely, that individuals of the
same species may reach the same regulatory result
by very different ways. For all these facts are